LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER  325
in kind, on their men.   Northern men cannot consent to such retaliation.   Let me suggest something else.
Conscript their men, put them in our ranks, and make them fight our battles. This may not be in accordance with usage among civilized nations; but this is not a war with a civilized nation, surely. No such nation would treat their prisoners as these Confederate Rebels treat theirs. We are not therefore bound to them by ordinary rules.
If it be said, we cannot trust them, I answer, if placed in the companies of the various regiments in the proportion of 1 to 8 or 10, they not only cannot do mischief, but as men assimilate, they may, by being in good company, become loyal men; but there can be no hope of their becoming such so long as they are herded together with none to enlighten them.
If they attempt evil or refuse to fight, let us follow the example set us by themselves towards Union Conscript in their armies. You know what that is better than I can tell you.
If, again, it be said, they will retaliate by putting the prisoners taken from us into their ranks. I answer, be it so done and welcome. A happy exchange it would be for our poor fellows to go from the Andersonville Swamp to activity, where food and clothing would be a necessity, and where escape would at least be possible; this at the risk of life. Any change from the lingering death before them will be a joyful one to them.
Your active, keen judgment will see at a glance whether anything of the kind will be wise, politic, or possible. I can only say I t.ViinV it would be a justifiable retaliation, and if you think well enough of it to recommend it to the President, it would be more likely to be carried into execution than if going from any other person.
I pray you, General, to pardon the liberty I have taken as a stranger in addressing you, even on a public matter, to let this be confidential, and to believe that I am with great admi-ration & respect.                  Y(mr ^^ ^ R w> Du:NHAM
From Thomas Muldowney to General Butler
No 7, 60i St., Nuw YOBK. November 7. 1864
I BEE by today's paper that you are in command of this disloyal city. I thank God you come to the assistance of all Loyal Citizens as you did in New Orleans. I hope you will punish the enemys of my adopted country as you did Lewisine